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To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors  of 

the  We st  Dean  Rural  District  Council. 


Council 

Colef 

July,  194 


Mr,  Chairman,  Mrs.  Percival  and  Gentlemen, 

ANNUAL,  REPORT  FOR  1942. 

We  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  report  on  the  health 
conditions  in  the  district  during  the  year  1942.  In  accordance  with 
the  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  much  has  been  left  out, 
hut  it  is  thought  that  the  more  important  matters  have  been  dealt 
with. 


Live  Births 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 
’'Legitimate  Illegitimate 
Male  167  12 

Female  144  11 


Total 

179 

155  334 


Still  Births  -  Male  3 

Female  7 


1  4 

1  8  12 


Deaths  of  Infants  Male  10 

under  1  yr.  of  age.  Female  o  1 

Deaths  Male  113 

Female  108  223 


10 

7  17 


Excess  of  Births  over  deaths  111 

Birth  rate  -  18.4  per  1,000  population 
Death  rate  -  12.3  per  1,000 

Registrar  General’s  Estimate  of  population  (mid  1942)  -  lb, 110 


Chief  causes  of  death 


Male 

Tuberculosis 

5 

Cancer 

19 

Heart  disease 

29 

Pneumonia 

7 

Nephritis 

9 

Violent  causes 

14 

Female 

3 

8 

37 

4 
1 

3 


Total 

8 

27 

66 

11 

10 

17 


INFECTIOUS 


Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Acute  Pneumonia 
Diphtheria 
Erysipelas 
Measles 

Puerperal  pyrexi 

Ophthalmia 

neonatorum 
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The  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  generally  of  a  mild  type.  in  one 
epidemic  confined  to  a  part  of  the  district  it  was  found  necessary 
to  close  the  School  in  that  area  for  a  week  in  order  to  try  to  stop 
the  spread  of  the  disease.  As  the  above  table  shows  there  was  no 
serious  epidemic  during  the  year* 


Diptheria  Immunisation 

'  . .  0^5 

Immunised  during  year  398 

Estimated  proportion  of  child 
population  now  immunised  58.35% 


5-15  Total 

331  729 

68.93%  65.4% 


One  child,  eleven  months  old  and  which  was  not  immunised,  contracted 
diphtheria;  otherwise,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  incidence  table 
of  infectious  diseases,  the  cases  occurred  in  persons  over  15  years 
of  age.  This  shows  the  success  and  degree  of  protection  the 
immunisation  campaign  has  achieved.  The  scheme  is  run  by  the  County 
Council  and  works  v/ell  in  this  area. 

TubercUlos is 


New  cases  during  the  year 
Pulmonary  22 

Non-Pulmonary  _6  28  Total. 

The  Number  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  177 
made  up  as  follows 


N.  P. 

p 

Unstated 

Total 

Male 

44 

63 

1 

108 

Female 

33 

35 

1 

69 

_7JL 

93 

_ 2  _ 

_ _ .  177 

Scabies  &  Impetigo . 


Cases  which  require  institu  tional  treatment  are  removed  to 
Greenway  Hospital,  Littledean;  the  average  period  of  stay  was  from 
3-4  weeks.  Eighteen  cases  were  removed  during  the  year.  Many 
cases  are  dealt  with  by  home  treatment  ~  these  attend  the  County 
Council's  Treatment  Clinic  on  Tuesday  afternoons. 

WATER. 


Main  Supply. 

During  the  year  considerable  work  was  started  to  increase  the 
storage  space  and  the  amount  of  spring  water  collected.  The 
erection  of  a  new  tank  to  hold  100, COO  gallons  of  spring  water  was 
commenced  in  the  Knockalls  Inclosure  -  this  should  provide  a  very 
useful  reserve  in  times  of  dry  weather.  The  storage  reservoir 
on  Bucks tone  Hill  is  in  process  of  being  enlarged  to  3i  times  its 
present  capacity  and  will  then  hold  about  a  two  days'  supply.  A 
new  gallery  is  to  be  built  along  the  side  of  the  road  near  the 
Swanpool,  it  is  hoped  thus  to  intercept  the  springs  supplying  the 
pool  and  to  provide  additional  water. 

Samples  of ' water  are  taken  regularly  from  the  public  supply 
and,  in  every  case  ,  the  treated  water  has  been  satisfactory. 


Private  Supplies . 

A  sample  of  water  taken  from  a  private  well  used  by  the 
occupants  of  o.  number  of  houses  showed  it  to  be  unsatisfactory. 

A  notice  was  placed  on  the  cover  of  the  well  advising  the  boiling 
of  the  water  before  use  and  facilities  were  offered  to  the  various 
houses  affected  to  connect  to  the  main  supply. 


-  -  r  REFUSE  COLLECTION. 

Refuse- -and  salvage  continues  to  be  collected  by  two  vehicles  and 
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a  regular  weekly  collection  (of  “both  at  the  same  time)  is  carried 
out  in  the  whole  area.  The  number  of  receptacles  emptied  was 
274,775?  the  number  of  loads  of  refuse  was  2,393,  of  salvage*  842*  and 
the  total  number  of  miles  travelled  by  both  lorries  was  13,737. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SENE RAGE , 

New  private  drainage  systems  have  been  installed  in  various 
properties  during  the  year,  but  owing  to  war  conditions,  no 
commencement  has  been  made  with  a  main  sewerage  scheme.  Negotiations 
are  in  progress  for  a  sewage  disposal  works  to  be  erected  to  treat  the 
effluents  from  one  of  the  blocks  of  Council  Houses  and  some  new 
buildings  nearby.  The  work  will  be  carried  out  jointly  by  this  Coun¬ 
cil  and  the  Government  Department  concerned. 

Some  new  temporary  buildings  have  been  erected  near  the  head  of 
the  valley  from  which  the  water  sujjply  for  the  area  is  taken. 

Constant  inspection  of  the  sewage  works  connected  with  the  buildings 
has  been  carried  out  and  it  is  hoped  at  the  time  of  writing  this 
report  (July  1943)  that  the  works  will  be  considerably  improved  and 
a  proper  system  of  disposal  of  the  effluent  provided.  The  matter  has 
been  reported  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  one  of  their  Engineering. 
Inspectors  has  visited  the  site  on  two  occasions. 

The  provision  of  efficient  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  through¬ 
out  the  district  must  be  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  vital  tasks 
to  be  undertaken  immediately  after  the  war. 

DA  TRIES  AND  C07SHEDS . 

Ninety  visits  were  made  to  the  Cowsheds  during  the  last  four 
months  of  the  year  and  18  samples  of  milk  were  taken.  The  reports 
were  as  follows3-  Good  6 

Pair  7 
Poor  5 

The  farms  from  which  the  poor  samples  were  taken  were  always  revisited 
and  advice  given,  and  the  next  sample  showed  considerable  improvement. 
Samples  of  school  milk  are  taken  by  the  County  Council  and  a  copy 
of  the  report  sent  tp  the  Department  generally  speaking  the  milk  is 
good. 

The  practice  of  combining  farming  with  other  occupations  is 
almost  inevitable  in  a  district  of  this  type;  ,it  is  found  that* 
during  times  of  great  activity  of  the  other  occupation*  too  little 
attention  is  sometimes  paid  to  the  need  for  careful  milking  and  the 
production  of  clean  milk.  This  has  been  the  cause  of  some  of  the 
bad  samples  of  milk.  The  need  for  every  precaution-in  the  product¬ 
ion  of  milk  has  been  constantly  stressed  and  it  has  been  frequently 
pointed  out  that  bad  methods  are  the  most  frequent  cause  of  bad  milk. 

The  number  of  Accredited  producers  in  the  area  is  eight;  there 
are  no  other  licences  issued. 

HOUSING. 

No  new  houses  have  been  erected  during  the  year  but  11  houses  which 

had  been  the  subject  of  demolition  orders  have  been  permitted  to  be 
occupied  by  the  Council.  The  amount  of  overcrowding  is  still 
considerable  but  the  Council1 s  post-war  housing  programme  and  houses 
likely  to  be  built  by  private  enterprise  coupled  with  a  sound 
demolition  programme  should  do  much  to  improve  housing  conditions  in 
the  area. 


MEAT  AND  OTHER  ROODS. 


A  small  amount  of  food  was  voluntar  ily  surrendered  by 
it  was  unfit  for  human  consumption  and,  in  every  case, 
fed  to  pigs  or,  if  it 
Circular  2640  of  1942* 


retailers  as 
it  was  either 


was 

it 


over  the  wight  required  by  the  Ministry  s 
was  returned  through  the  Divisional  Salvage 


Officer 

ed. 


of  the  Ministry  of  Pood. 


No 


foodstuff  whatever  was 


d 
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The  Sanitary  Inspector  took  over  in  October  the  responsibility 
for  the  whole  of  the  meat  inspection  at  Cinderford  as  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  for  East  Dean  was  ill.  He  visited  the  slaughterhouse  five 
nights  a  week  and  on  Sundays  and  inspected  every  animal  killed. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  ARI 

3A  (since  September  1st,  1942 

Sewerage  and  drainage 

80 

Public  Health  complaints 

25 

Infectious  disease 

42 

Housing 

157 

Infestation 

8 

Refuse  &  Salvage 

183 

Food 

117 

Bal^iouses 

4 

Milk 

90 

Water 

11 

Camp  sites  and  caravans 

4 

Gas  contamination  of  food 

22 

Petroleum 

9 

Mortuary 

27 

Factory 

1 

Evacuation 

17 

Miscellaneous 

97 

~S94 

STAFF 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  (temporary  and  part-time) 

Dr.  E.  ¥.  Battle,  M,  R .  C ,  S .  (England) ;  L.R.  C.P,  (London) 

The  Marshes, 

Coleford. 

Sanitary  Inspectors  (full  time) 

S.  B.  J.  Davies,  A.R.San.  I.  ,  M,S*  .A. 

(  to  31.3.42) 

V.  G.  Hudson,  M. R. San. I.  ,M. S. I. A. 

(from  1. 9.42 ) • 

G.  J.  Watts,  A.R.  San.  I,  ,M.  S,  I.  A. 

(at  present  in  H.M,  Forces) 

We  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Percival  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servants, 

E.  W.  BATTLE  V.  G.  HUDSON 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Sanitary  Inspector. 


